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isolated from their brethren, assimilated, spontaneously and
-without deliberate choice, out of the confused mass of influences
at work around them, those which best suited their own aspir-
ations and needs. They allowed themselves to be contaminated,
so to speak, by those ideas which fell into line with their own, or,
in other words, yielded naturally to the spirit of syncretism
which prevailed around them.

This explanation, doubtless more elaborate than that which
would see in Essenism the mere Jewish transformation of a
foreign belief and cult, appears to me to take more adequate
account of a phenomenon which analysis shows to have been
far more complex in character.

I frankly agree that recent historical and archaeological
studies have lent probability to the theory of a strong Pythago-
rean influence on the Essene movement by throwing into relief
the cardinal part played by Orphic Pythagoreanism in Grseco-
Roman life during the last century of the Republic and the first
century of the Empire, Such influence I would not deny, but I
do not think that it was the only influence at work. Moreover,
I regard it as probable that the source of this influence was
Alexandria, since certain curious texts and a number of
very significant monuments from Rome and Pompeii alike
reveal the fact that the neo-Pythagoreanism which flourished
in the century during which Christianity arose, had its origin in
Egypt.* ^

Essenism dates, in fact, from a time when Israel was sub-
jected to strong foreign influences. We cannot, so to speak,
produce its birth-certificate, nevertheless we have at our
disposal a number of valuable indications. In the first place, if
what I have just said is true, there is reason to believe that the
Essenes were later than the Pharisees.2 In the second place,
it is to be noted that Josephus mentions them for the first
time 3 in recounting the history of the reign of Jonathan
(161-148 B.C.). Admittedly, his expression " at that time "
(Kara 6e rov %QOVOV rovrov) remains somewhat vague, and the
fact that he deals with all three Jewish sects (rgstg aiQeasig
T&V 3Iovdaia)v) as being on the same level leaves open the pos-
sibility that Essenism was not necessarily born during the reign
of Jonathan. Josephus may perhaps have thought that it
originated at the time of the Maccabees, and this view gains
probability from the fact that it was precisely at that period
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